
Fremont School District 79 
FAQs: Extended eLearning Procedures  

Updated: August 6, 2020 
 

Academic Day 
When will we be able to communicate with our child's teacher to know more              
about the schedule to make adjustments to our daily schedule? 
Student schedules and teacher assignments are set to be released on Monday, August             
10. 
 
Is there flexibility in relation to the school day, academic times, assignment            
submissions, etc., if a student is unable to attend synchronously? 
If students cannot engage synchronously during the academic day, the evenings and            
weekends may also provide opportunities to engage in asynchronous learning activities.           
Relevant components of the synchronous lessons will be recorded and used for            
asynchronous learning opportunities for students who are not able to attend           
synchronously due to technology challenges, illness, child care logistics, etc. The           
expectation is that students complete and submit their eLearning expectations as           
requested by the teacher, including deadlines related to assignments, projects,          
assessments, etc. Flexibility will be provided, as needed, for individual students.  
  
Can all schools in the District start their school day at the same time?  
Our goal was to replicate the start and end of the regular school day for students and                 
staff. This was done, in part, for the sense of normalcy it provides and also to promote                 
consistency for our eventual return to in-person instruction. 
 
Why are the students’ lunches spread out and not consolidated to one unified             
time? (UPDATED) 
While our goal was to replicate the traditional school day, we recognize that it makes               
logical sense to have all lunches scheduled at the same time. We slightly altered our               
Elementary School and Intermediate School bell schedules to allow for all PK-5            
students to have lunch at the same time. These updated bell schedules can be found in                
the appendix of our Extended eLearning Procedures. At the Middle School, providing            
the students with the same lunch time is not a viable option. It would either require                
instructional time to be shortened for core classes or it would require a scenario where               
core classes would need to be split into parts and teachers who teach across grade               
levels would have classes overlapping. 
 
I have students in different grades and their classes overlap. How will parents be              
able to coordinate for students in different grades? 
We recognize that this can be a challenge. We hope that an overlapped, staggered              
class schedule serves some benefit as a parent can help get one child started on their                
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next class, while another child is currently engaged in a different class, as opposed to               
trying to get all children started on their next class simultaneously. 
 
What is the expected amount of time that students will need to be on their               
technology devices each day?  
While there is no official allotment for screen time at each grade, our goal is to provide                 
balance. The foundation of the eLearning structure is a synchronous start to each class              
and synchronous experiences for relevant components of the class lessons (e.g. whole            
group instruction, new content, etc.). Additionally, students will have opportunities for           
small group and/or individual synchronous experiences. Outside of those synchronous          
experiences students will be engaged in asynchronous learning, some of which will            
necessitate the use of screens and other learning that will not. 
 
Will there be breaks besides lunchtime? What if my child’s attention span with             
the screen becomes an issue? 
We hope to have the highest levels of engagement possible during the synchronous             
learning components of the academic day. Teachers will build in transitions, brain            
breaks, etc., just as they would in a normal in-person environment. Asynchronous            
components of the day can also provide flexibility for students to take breaks as              
needed. Ultimately, the parent/guardian/caretaker is the decision maker on what is best            
for each individual child and they are empowered to give their child breaks during the               
day as needed. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
How will you keep students learning at different paces engaged in the coming             
year with eLearning?  
Our goal of promoting the growth and achievement of each student remains a priority in               
our extended eLearning environment. This includes differentiating, as needed, for each           
student and embracing our personalized learning approach. 
 
What if my child does not respond to the program?  
Much like in our in-person environment, we will strive to meet the individual needs of               
each child and integrate our personalized learning approach. That starts at the            
classroom level with the teacher understanding the needs, abilities, and interests of            
their students. As specific issues arise, we encourage families to partner with their             
child’s teacher(s) to identify how best to meet each child’s needs. 
 
Are any standardized tests scheduled for the 2020-2021 year?  
We are still awaiting additional guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education on              
this topic. 
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How are students supposed to ask a question to their teacher? 
We hope this is one of the significant benefits to our synchronous environment as              
students will have regular and real-time access to their teachers. If the synchronous             
environment does not provide that opportunity, they may always reach out to the             
teacher on our available platforms, including email, Seesaw, and Google Classroom. 
 
How are staff being trained for this eLearning environment? 
We are fortunate that our teachers have been educating students in a 1:1 technological              
environment for a number of years, which has been advantageous as we shifted to an               
extended eLearning instruction. We continue to build on that skill set with ongoing             
professional development and support. 
 
Will the teachers be teaching from a remote setting or will the teachers be using               
the school facilities?  
The default for teachers is to work remotely from home. Access to the school buildings               
will be permitted, as needed, and will require teachers to go through daily temperature              
checks, as well as symptom and exposure screening, while adhering to social            
distancing and PPE requirements. 
 
How will teachers adapt their classroom management to a video conferencing 
session so that every voice gets heard? Will there be opportunities for students 
to collaborate virtually with their classmates, including with partners or small 
groups? (NEW) 
The ability for all students to have a voice in the classroom and collaborate with their                
peers is just as important in a virtual setting as it is in an in-person setting. In addition to                   
verbal strategies and structures the teachers will utilize, they also have access to             
several video conferencing features such as virtual hand raising, muting/unmuting          
options, screen sharing, chat features, breakout rooms, and more which can assist            
them in promoting student voice for all students. Additionally, the collaboration           
opportunities offered in our other virtual tools, including our Google Apps for Education             
suite, allow for real-time, cloud-based interaction. 
 
Will the teachers be able to see the students or will it all be a webinar where the 
students can just see the teacher? (NEW) 
Teachers have the ability to structure their video conferencing sessions in a number of              
ways and they will utilize the features that are most conducive to their goals for each                
lesson. It will be common for teachers and students to all be visible during a video                
conference, but teachers do have the capability to display specific students or only             
display themselves. 
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How will students receive feedback from teachers on assignments? (NEW) 
Our synchronous environment will play an important role in that process, as well as our               
more specific grading and work submission procedures. Specifically, we are now           
expecting students to complete their eLearning expectations as requested by the           
teacher, including deadlines related to assignments, projects, and assessments. In          
addition, we are reintegrating regular, authentic, and meaningful classroom assessment          
and grading procedures. Together, these practices will serve to provide more structure            
and clarity in regards to feedback. With these components in place, we will be able to                
better focus on measuring and communicating student progress towards, and          
attainment of, their respective learning standards. 
 
How will students have access to reading and math interventions? How will the 
gifted program be managed? (NEW) 
We will follow the same identification and scheduling process that we followed during             
in-person instruction for these programs. 
 
How are physical education classes going to work? (NEW) 
The physical education teachers are continuing to make adaptations to their           
instructional methods in support of our synchronous environment. Our physical          
education curriculum remains important as students need opportunities to exercise, as           
well as engage their brain through physical activity. 
 
What is the expectation for the younger students who may need additional            
guidance to follow along with eLearning instruction? (NEW) 
This will likely require more adult supervision as we start the academic year, but will               
hopefully be needed less as we progress further into the first trimester. At times,              
students may just need assistance with logging in while other times they may need              
additional support. Strategies such as scheduled small groups and individual check-ins           
will help engage these younger students and help them to develop the routines needed              
to move forward successfully with more independence. 
 
Are the teachers using the same curriculum so that all students of the same 
grade can study together? (NEW) 
Teachers at the same grade level and content area all follow the same guaranteed and               
viable curriculum. That means that they are following the same unit progression and             
teaching the same standards. There still may be a certain degree of variability from one               
classroom to another as teachers apply their own unique instructional approach and            
adapt to the needs of the students in each classroom. The curriculum maps may be               
accessed by clicking here. 
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Will the first week of school teach students how to navigate eLearning? (NEW)  
Yes, this will be a significant focus as we start the academic year. In addition to the                 
important attention that will be given to relationship building, academic expectations,           
and general classroom expectations each building will also be concentrating efforts on            
making sure students understand how to navigate the applicable tools and resources            
related to eLearning. 
 
How will specials be handled? (NEW) 
Specials classes will exist on the bell schedule in the same way that they have during                
in-person instruction. These teachers are continuing to make adaptations to support our            
synchronous environment. 
 
How can we help our kids set up their learning environment to make it the most                
conducive to learning? (NEW) 
Some tips that may help include: 

● Setting schedules, routines, and daily plans (our synchronous bell schedule          
should help with that); 

● Dedicating a physical space for each child that provides some level of            
independence, but also allows for adult oversight and supervision of their           
learning; 

● Limiting distractions such as televisions, video games, cell phones, etc.; 
● Keeping the learning space free of clutter to promote focus; 
● Having all the necessary materials available in the learning space, including           

technology, paper, pencil, etc.; and 
● Taking breaks when needed, whether they are teacher-directed breaks or          

parent/guardian-directed breaks. 
 
How often will faculty and administrators meet to evaluate the eLearning process 
in terms of successes and challenges in order to make improvements? How will 
you solicit feedback from parents? (NEW) 
This will be an ongoing process that has already begun. Some of the main drivers of                
work include our Return to School Committee that will continue to meet, as well as the                
building-level School Improvement Planning (SIP) teams that have been regularly          
meeting this summer and will continue to do so once the school year begins. We are                
also preparing future parent surveys for September and October and are presently            
exploring other opportunities for parent feedback. 
 
Will there be virtual parent-teacher conferences so parents can talk with 
teachers? (NEW) 
Our scheduled parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for the second half of           
November. If we remain in our extended eLearning instructional environment, at that            
time, we will likely schedule virtual parent-teacher conferences. In the meantime, if a             
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parent wants additional information beyond what the teacher is already providing on            
these important topics, they may contact the teacher directly to determine how to best              
facilitate that conversation. 
 
How will students who are new to the District be placed in the appropriate level 
for their classes? (NEW) 
Any student who is new to the District will have his/her records reviewed by the building                
administration in order to place them appropriately in their classes. If additional testing             
is needed to help identify the appropriate placement, the building administration will            
contact the parent(s). If a parent feels their child is not appropriately placed, they should               
contact the principal to share these concerns. 
 

Attendance 
What if my child cannot participate in synchronous learning for all or part of the               
day? How does that impact my child’s attendance?  
Attendance will be taken daily, but not in the traditional sense. Evidence of attendance              
for students participating in eLearning may include their presence during          
videoconferencing, participation evidence, work completion evidence, Google form        
check-in, phone call, and/or email. Work completion evidence may include examples           
such as: participation in online discussions, the generation of online work products or             
reflections, submission of a multimedia artifact, app usage metrics, electronic time           
stamps, active monitoring, and more. Students who are not able to provide any of the               
above examples of attendance may be counted present once they provide the            
necessary evidence, with attendance records adjusted accordingly. The school will          
make direct contact with students/families if a student is not engaging in classes. 
 
How will parents report their child's absence? Previously, calls were made to the 
attendance line. Will that process remain in place? (NEW) 
Yes, we ask that parents/guardians call in their child absent if they are sick, following               
the same process. 
 

Kindergarten 
We are signed up for full-day kindergarten. Can we switch to half-day for             
eLearning and then have the option to move to full-day for in person learning              
later?  
Families will be required to register for one program or another. If they wish to switch at                 
some point during the school year, we will make every attempt to place students in their                
requested program, but it will be based on available space. Likewise, half-day AM and              
PM Kindergarten requests will be filled based on availability, while also making every             
attempt to place students as requested. 
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How will eLearning be different for half-day Kindergarten compared to full-day           
Kindergarten students? 
The amount of instructional time is the most significant difference between the two             
programs. Full-day Kindergarten has approximately twice as much instructional time.          
The bell schedules located in the appendix of the Extended eLearning Procedure            
provide additional detail. 
 

Mental Health and Wellness 
Will there be access to a social worker if students need to talk to someone? 
Yes, there will be access. Our social workers are here to support students during these               
challenging times. Families may express this need by indicating so on the student             
intake/needs survey that was sent on July 21, which asked if any student would benefit               
from an individual check-in from a school social worker once school resumes. Families             
may also reach out directly to their school social worker or building administrator. 
 
How are social-emotional and mental health issues being addressed under the           
eLearning model? 
We are screening all students to assess their social, emotional, and mental health             
through the student intake/needs survey that was sent to families on July 21, through              
student self check-in screenings at the start of the academic year (and periodically             
thereafter), and periodic student social-emotional screenings by teachers. We are          
prepared to provide social work support and outside resources for students           
experiencing adverse effects and/or trauma from the impact of the pandemic. We will be              
providing information to families regarding resources available for those who emerge as            
needing mental health support and intervention. Additional information can be found           
under the “Mental Health and Wellness” section of our Extended eLearning Procedures. 
 
How are children supposed to socialize and establish relationships with peers           
and teachers?  
This is no easy task in a virtual environment. All schools are making relationships and               
social-emotional well-being an emphasis as we begin the academic year. These efforts            
include current planning taking place to provide meaningful opportunities to get to know             
their teachers during our first days back. While we cannot replicate the in-person             
interactions entirely, we hope we can build a solid foundation upon which we can build               
when we return to in-person instruction.  
 

Student Services 
How will services be provided for students with special learning needs (IEPs,            
504s, EL)? How will accommodations and modifications be delivered? How will           
this be shared with families? 
We recognize the unique challenges of eLearning for this specific group of students. As              
such, we will be providing an Individualized Remote Learning Plan for each student with              
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an IEP, 504, as well as our English Learners. These plans will look different for each                
group, but will maintain the overarching goal of meeting each student’s unique and             
important needs in our extended eLearning environment. Drafts of these Individualized           
Remote Learning Plans will be sent by case managers to each family for feedback as               
we open the academic year. We value the role that families and students play in the                
successful development and implementation of these plans. Your experiences and          
observations during our school closure this past spring can provide our case managers             
with valuable information to help craft a plan that will best promote student success this               
upcoming academic year.  
 

Technology 
What will be the tech support model for eLearning to ensure that students have a               
properly functioning device? Will there be after hours support for devices?  
If technology issues arise during an eLearning day, we are here to support these needs.               
We ask that students/parents first reach out to the teacher associated with the class              
with which they are experiencing an issue. If the teacher is unable to resolve the issue,                
they will submit a technology ticket with our District technology support team. From             
there, we will take the necessary steps to ensure the student has a fully functioning               
device. 
 
Can students utilize devices in their home that are not school issued (e.g.             
BYOD)? 
The goal of the District is to provide all students with the technology they need to                
effectively navigate the eLearning environment. However, if a family chooses for a            
student to use an alternate device in the household, they may do so. Please note that                
personal devices may not have access to all of our instructional tools and we cannot               
troubleshoot problems or otherwise support issues that may arise on these devices. 
 
What is the schedule for technology pickup? 
These schedules will be communicated soon to our incoming preschool, Kindergarten,           
3rd grade, 6th grade families, as well as our new families to the District, who are                
scheduled to receive new devices.  
 
Will Zoom be added to the student iPads? Will there be an instructional session              
prior to the beginning of the year to familiarize the students on how to use the                
technology?  
Zoom is available on the student iPads and the teachers will make sure students have               
the necessary access to this application. We are preparing additional opportunities to            
provide virtual training for parents/guardians on our instructional technology resources,          
including Zoom. 
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What if a family has challenges accessing the internet? 
We want all families to have access to the internet on eLearning days and throughout               
the year. If a family does not have internet access at home, or from another reasonably                
accessed remote location, please contact the building principal and we will work to             
assist with these needs.  
 
Can non-educational apps be disabled on students’ iPads/Chromebooks? (NEW) 
The student devices provided by the District do have a filtering device that blocks              
inappropriate content and content that are more non-academic in nature, such as            
games. The District has the ability to add websites to this blocked list and regularly does                
so as new sites come to our attention as problematic. 
 
Will there be one app where everything is located for eLearning? (NEW)  
There will not be one app, but there will be one platform that will be the main hub for the                    
posting and communication of eLearning. For grades PK-2 that platform will be SeeSaw             
and for grades 3-8 that platform will be Google Classroom. 
 

School Supplies 
Will there be an updated school supply list for eLearning? 
We will be following the same school supply list. Some of these items will still be used in                  
our eLearning environment and we plan to use the remaining items when we return to               
in-person instruction. Families should keep these supplies at home to use as necessary             
during eLearning and bring the remaining supplies to school once we return to in-person              
instruction. 
 
Will the students be provided with textbooks or workbooks or will everything be             
online? 
We are coordinating logistics for supply pick-ups and these schedules will be            
communicated soon. We plan on distributing specific workbooks, textbooks, and          
manipulatives. Most, but not all, of these resources can also be accessed online. 
 

Child Care 
What if a child needs to attend a daycare facility or similar setting where              
synchronous teaching may be difficult due to the setting? (UPDATED) 
We understand the challenges related to student participation in synchronous learning           
while being at a daycare site or similar setting. On August 3, the District provided a                
letter that parents/guardians may pass along to their day care providers. This letter             
briefly explains our eLearning environment and how the day care provider could support             
the student in accessing their eLearning instruction. This same communication also           
provided a release of information form that will allow the day care provider to              
communicate directly with the school, and vice versa, with the permission of the             
parent/guardian. We know this does not address all of the challenges that families are              
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facing with regard to day care, but we hope it will help families to better navigate these                 
concerns. 
 
What if my child has no option to engage in synchronous learning while they are               
being cared for by a day care provider, or if they are at home, but their parent(s)                 
are working full-time from home?  
If students cannot engage synchronously during the academic day, the evenings and            
weekends may also provide opportunities to engage in asynchronous learning activities.           
Relevant components of the synchronous lessons will be recorded and used for            
asynchronous learning opportunities for students who are not able to attend           
synchronously due to technology challenges, illness, child care logistics, etc. 
 
If we hire a tutor to aid in the eLearning process, how will the school and teachers                 
work collaboratively with the tutor? 
We can accommodate such requests. Please contact your child’s school and you will be              
provided with a release of information waiver. We understand that adults are needed to              
facilitate the eLearning process, but those adults are not expected to take the place of               
the classroom teacher.  
 

Facilities 
Will outside rentals be permitted? 
Outside rentals are not permitted at this time. 
 

Fees 
Will any of the fees be given back to families to help offset our additional               
expenses in eLearning? 
We are sensitive to the fact that financial costs may be incurred by families during this                
difficult time. While we are not adjusting fees, we want to work with families who are                
experiencing financial hardship. Families may request a fee waiver application from the            
business office in order to determine if they qualify for the offsetting of registration fees.               
In addition, families who may need assistance with specific needs related to internet             
access and/or food should contact their building principal(s) for assistance. We also are             
cognizant that all families do not have access to printers and any assignments should              
have the option to be completed without the necessity to print them. 
 

Other 
Will the FSD79 school calendar remain the same? (NEW) 
Yes, the FSD79 school calendar will remain the same.  
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Will there be any opportunities for extra-curricular activities and clubs via           
eLearning? (NEW) 
Extra-curricular activities and clubs are prohibited at this time, unless they can be             
conducted remotely. Additional information and guidance from the Illinois Elementary          
School Association (IESA) and collaboration with the conference athletic directors will           
inform this topic. 
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